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The  views  regarding  national  affairs,  expressed  by 
the  Board  of  Directors  in  the  annual  report  for  the 
year  1869,  need  not  be  repeated  in  the  present  report. 
Another  survey  of  the  political  position  would  only 
be  a  repetition,  in  other  terms,  of  opinions  previously 
expressed,  the  justness  of  which  have  been  sufficiently 
confirmed  by  the  course  of  the  Administration  during 
the  past  year.  This  course  is  open  to  public  scrutiny ; 
and  the  criticism  which  may  have  assailed  particular 
acts,  or  called  into  question  the  soundness  of  certain 
lines  of  policy,  has  but  slightly  diminished  the  general 
satisfaction  with  the  main  movement  and  faithful  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  government.  The  ideas  of  the  Union  Party 
have  been  carried  out  to  their  logical  issues ;  no  great 
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principles  have  been  forsaken ;  there  has  been  no  tem¬ 
porizing  with  the  opinions  of  our  opponents,  nor  with 
the  men  who  hold  them.  There  has  been  no  apprehen¬ 
sion  of  treachery  in  the  minds  of  the  most  watchful  of 
our  political  guardians.  Those  who  remember  our  con¬ 
dition  during  the  administration  of  Andrew  Johnson, 
and  the  perpetual  alarm  which  preceded  and  followed 
each  act  of  his  conceiving,  have  reason  to  rejoice  at  the 
calm  which  fell  upon  the  land  on  the  accession  of  his 
successor.  Under  the  peaceful  administration  of  Pre¬ 
sident  Grant,  the  country,  left  to  its  own  resources,  and 
scarcely  feeling  the  hand  which  directs  it,  has  gradu¬ 
ally  returned  towards  that  condition  of  prosperity  and 
of  material  progress  which  was  our  boast  before  the 
war,  and  which,  as  all  things  indicate,  will  be  our  con¬ 
dition  in  the  future.  The  wounds  of  battle,  which  bled 
but  yesterday,  are  now  scarcely  felt  as  scars  even  upon 
the  sensitive  bosom  of  the  South.  One  by  one  the 
Southern  Commonwealths  have  reorganized  their  gov¬ 
ernments — now  happily  freed  from  stain  and  reproach, 
or  the  tendency  to  sudden  passion  which  always  accom¬ 
panies  conscious  sin; — and  quietly  returning  to  their 
allegiance,  they  have  resumed  their  former  career ;  once 
more  spreading  before  the  markets  of  the  world  their 
enormous  agricultural  wealth,  and  steadily  draining  the 
purse  of  Europe  of  the  precious  metals,  so  much  needed 
for  our  own  stability.  Before  the  end  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  the  last  seceded  State  will  be  re- 


admitted  into  the  Union,  and  the  dreadful  hook  which 
chronicles  the  effects  of  the  Rebellion  will  he  written  to 
its  last  line  and  closed  forever.  In  view  of  the  vast  war 
raging  between  the  two  greatest  powers  of  Europe — a  war 
which  compels  all  the  other  powers  to  stand  with  swords 
half  drawn,  and  which  at  any  moment  may  plunge  them 
all  into  the  conflict — we  who  know  from  hitter  experi¬ 
ence  what  war  really  is,  may  thank  God  for  the  breadth 
of  the  oceans  around  us,  for  boundaries  of  which  no 
potentate  is  envious,  and  for  a  form  of  government 
which  confides  its  supreme  power  to  no  fallible  indi¬ 
vidual. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  December,  1869,  the 
League  was  called  together,  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  the  illustrious  patriot  who,  during  the  try¬ 
ing  days  of  the  Rebellion,  held  the  post  of  Secretary 
of  War.  It  would  be  a  superfluous  effort  to  attempt  to 
do  additional  honor  to  the  fame  of  Edwin  M.  Stanton. 
His  name  has  already  passed  into  history  as,  certainly, 
the  second  name  among  the  heroic  civilians  whose 
labors  were  performed  at  the  forfeit  of  their  lives.  It 
subtracts  no  honor  from  the  reputation  of  any  man,  to 
say  that  he  followed  where  Lincoln  led ;  or  that  he 
occupies  among  the  departed  the  same  relation  which 
he  bore  to  his  great  leader  among  the  living.  It  will 
he  satisfactory  for  the  members  of  the  League  to  know 
that  the  sympathy  expressed  in  our  resolutions  was 
gratefully  received  by  the  family  of  Stanton,  as  the 
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heartfelt  utterance  of  an  association  for  which  the 
deceased  statesman  had  the  highest  regard  during  his 
life. 

Within  the  present  year,  the  members  of  the  League 
have  had  cause  to  deplore  an  event  unprecedented  in 
the  annals  of  our  institution, — the  death  of  a  President. 
Horace  Binney,  Jr.  followed  a  sudden  and  unexpected 
summons,  in  the  prime  of  life  and  in  the  fullness  of  his 
mental  vigor  and  usefulness.  In  him  the  country  lost 
a  ripe  scholar,  an  unselfish  patriot,  and  an  example 
of  moral  worth  and  Christian  virtue  seldom  combined  in 
the  character  of  a  single  man.  His  life-long  friend, 
Doctor  Charles  J.  Stille,  paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the 
public  and  the  private  services  of  our  late  President 
before  your  assembled  body,  and  this  admirable  memoir 
will  serve  as  an  enduring  monument,  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  a  man  who,  for  the  good  of  humanity,  can¬ 
not  be  too  long  remembered.  The  relations  of  Horace 
Binney,  Jr.,  to  the  League  were  intimate  and  valuable 
from  the  foundation  of  our  institution,  and  through  its 
whole  stirring  career,  until,  amidst  general  sorrow,  he 
passed  away  from  life,  and  relinquished  the  highest 
office  which  we  could  bestow  upon  his  recognized  claims 
to  our  favor.  We  rejoice  that  the  name  of  Horace 
Binney,  Jr.  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  League, 
and  that  in  conferring  upon  him  our  chief  honors,  we 
have  honored  ourselves  by  making  his  pure  life  a  part 
of  our  history. 
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On  the  fourth  day  of  April  last,  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  were  called  together  to  testify  their 
respect  to  the  memory  of  Major-General  George  H. 
Thomas,  who,  during  his  services  in  the  field,  had  been 
voted  the  honorary  medal  of  the  League,  and  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  at  all  times  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  our  es¬ 
tablishment.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  proper 
resolutions  were  passed  and  ordered  to  be  published, 
and  the  Board  in  a  body  attended  the  meeting  of  sol¬ 
diers  and  citizens  which  was  publicly  held  on  the  same 
evening.  Where  a  whole  nation  is  the  mourner,  the 
voice  of  any  association,  however  influential,  is  scarcely 
heard  amidst  the  general  grief ;  but  on  the  death  of  this 
spotless  man  and  perfect  soldier,  sorrow  became  a  duty, 
and  indifference  worse  than  pitiable.  The  members  of 
the  League  should  feel  a  solemn  satisfaction  that  during 
the  present  year  the  Directors  have  obtained  one  of  the 
very  few  existing  portraits  of  General  Thomas, — a  pic¬ 
ture  which  will  serve  to  keep  alive  the  remembrance  of 
features  that  are  associated  with  deathless  deeds,  and 
transmit  that  noble  association  to  posterity. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  League  was  held  on  the 
eighteenth  day  of  October  last,  for  the  purpose  of  con¬ 
sidering  a  proposed  application  to  the  Legislature  for 
the  call  of  a  Convention  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  resolutions  offered  at  that  meeting 
were  adopted  almost  unanimously.  The  few  objections 
which  were  made  to  them  related  rather  to  form  than 
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to  substance.  In  view  of  the  opinions  expressed  at  the 
meeting,  the  Board  of  Directors  earnestly  urge  upon 
our  members,  and  upon  the  Committee  especially 
charged  with  the  conduct  of  the  movement,  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  constant  and  strenuous  exertion  to  accomplish 
the  purpose  with  which  we  set  out.  The  importance  of 
the  matter  is  admitted  on  all  sides,  and  by  all  right 
minded  citizens,  irrespective  of  party.  In  carrying  out 
our  design,  we  shall  have  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
the  best  men  of  opposing  politics.  We  have  received 
an  intimation  that  a  committee  of  gentlemen  from  the 
Democratic  party  will  be  appointed  to  confer  with  and 
assist  our  Committee  in  its  labors.  The  Governor  of 
the  State  and  many  members  of  the  Legislature  have 
assured  us  of  their  conviction  of  the  necessity  for  the 
proposed  Convention.  It  is  not  for  us  at  present  to  say 
what  particular  changes  should  be  made  in  the  organic 
law  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  questions  that  arise  may 
be  properly  left  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Convention,  and 
to  the  knowledge  which  will  be  educed  through  its  con¬ 
ferences.  The  work  which  we  have  in  hand  is  simply 
to  bring  about  the  holding  of  a  Convention,  and  so  to 
direct  our  influence  that  the  Legislature  may  be  induced 
to  grant  our  petition  to  that  effect.  What  measures 
will  probably  succeed  in  gaining  our  end  is  a  question 
left  to  the  decision  of  your  Committee,  and  with  those 
who  may  co-operate  in  our  design.  Our  recommenda¬ 
tion  is  that  the  affair  should  be  warmly  pressed,  and 
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that  failure  should  not  come  through  a  want  of  ener¬ 
getic  activity. 

The  evening  of  the  eleventh  of  last  May  was  memo¬ 
rable  to  the  society  of  Philadelphia  for  the  brilliant 
Reception  given  to  the  families  of  our  members,  and  to 
many  invited  guests,  within  the  walls  of  our  commodi¬ 
ous  building.  The  vast  company  then  assembled  se¬ 
verely  tested  the  resources  of  our  establishment,  and 
clearly  proved  that  for  the  purposes  of  entertainment 
our  house  is  unsurpassed  by  any  similar  institution. 
The  thanks  of  the  League  are  due  to  the  Committee  of 
One  Hundred,  generally  selected  from  our  younger 
members,  for  the  excellent  taste  and  judgment  with 
which  they  carried  out  the  details  of  their  pleasant 
duties,  and  for  their  admirable  arrangements,  through 
which  the  festival  passed  off  without  a  single  accident 
or  embarrassment.  Considering  the  perfect  success  of 
our  first  Reception,  it  would  be  well  for  our  members, 
at  convenient  intervals,  to  repeat  an  entertainment 
which,  at  a  slight  expense  to  the  subscribers,  gave  so 
great  a  satisfaction  to  the  fairer  side  of  the  society  of 
Philadelphia. 

The  Art  Reception  just  passed,  gave  evidence  of  how 
much  the  League  may  do  for  the  cultivation  of  the  ele¬ 
gant  arts,  and  for  the  credit  and  best  interests  of  our 
beloved  city.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  permit  no  opportunity  to  pass  that  may 
add  to  the  renown  of  Philadelphia,  and  spread  her 
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reputation  among  her  sister  cities.  That  shy  modesty, 
so  charming  in  the  individual,  becomes  ridiculous  in  the 
community,  when  it  is  practiced  at  the  cost  of  a  just 
estimate  of  our  merits  by  our  neighbors.  It  therefore 
has  been,  and  will  be,  the  policy  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  advance  the  name  and  credit  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  wherever  and  whenever  they  may  be  properly 
exhibited  to  the  world.  The  first  series  of  Art  Decep¬ 
tions  will  be  followed  by  two  others,  at  stated  inter¬ 
vals  ;  and  it  should  be  a  source  of  pride  to  our  mem- 
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bers,  if  the  subsequent  Deceptions  draw  together  a  simi- 
lar  assemblage  of  intelligent  and  cultivated  men  and 
women  as  that  which  honored  our  house  with  its 
presence  on  the  first  occasions.  We  return  thanks  to  the 
distinguished  artists  who  co-operated  with  your  House 
Committee  in  producing  the  success  of  the  recent  Decep¬ 
tion,  an  aid  which  they  purpose  to  continue  in  the  same 
public-spirited  manner. 

The  Deport  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  that 
two  hundred  and  sixty-six  volumes,  by  purchase,  and 
five  volumes  by  donation,  have  been  added  to  the  library 
during  the  present  year,  at  a  cost  of  fourteen  hundred 
and  fifteen  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents.  Eight  volumes 
have  been  rebound  at  a  cost  of  fourteen  dollars.  The 
library  now  contains  upon  its  shelves  twenty-nine  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  volumes.  The  Committee  has  expended 
for  newspapers,  magazines  and  other  periodicals,  thir¬ 
teen  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars  and  eighty-three 


cents ;  making,  together  with  the  outlay  for  books,  a 
total  expenditure  of  twenty-eight  hundred  and  two  dol¬ 
lars  and  forty-six  cents.  The  small  increase  in  the 
library  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  our  list  of  standard 
works  and  of  hooks  of  reference  is  almost  completed, 
and  that  such  works  as  will  henceforth  he  added  to  our 
collection  cannot  he  obtained  at  first  hands  from  pub¬ 
lishers,  hut  must  he  slowly  accumulated  from  the  sellers 
of  such  hooks  as  are  technically  “  out  of  print.”  The 
latter  process  of  accumulation  is  a  slow  and  laborious  one; 
hut  the  Committee  has  omitted  no  opportunity  to  add 
such  rare  and  valuable  works  to  our  shelves  as  have  from 
time  to  time  presented  themselves  on  booksellers’  lists. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Membership  states 
that,  since  the  date  of  the  last  report,  the  Committee 
has  held  twelve  stated  and  two  special  meetings. 
The  names  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  candidates 
have  been  before  the  Committee,  from  which  number 
one  hundred  and  seventy-two  have  been  recommended 
to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  membership.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  has  also  considered  the  names  of  thirty-four  can¬ 
didates  as  Correspondents,  and  recommended  thirty- 
three  of  them  to  the  action  of  the  Board.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  accorded  to  the  Committee  on  Mem¬ 
bership  for  the  care  and  fidelity  with  which  it  has 
performed  its  responsible  duties,  without  thought  of  the 
individual  annoyance  to  its  members  which  its  faithful 
action  has  often  occasioned. 
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The  Roll  of  the  League  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
1870,  exhibited  the  names  of  seventeen  hundred  and 
forty-six  members.  Of  this  number  one  hundred  and 
fifty-four  were  elected  since  the  date  of  the  last 
report.  During  the  past  year  we  lost  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  members  by  resignation  and  thirty  by 
death.  These  numbers  show  an  increase  of  fifteen  in 
the  membership  of  the  League  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  As  tAventy-nine  Correspondents  have 
also  been  elected,  and  placed  upon  a  Roll  set  apart  for 
them,  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  our  institution. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Auditors  for 
the  year  1870  are  herewith  submitted  for  inspection. 
The  income  of  the  League  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
first  of  the  present  month,  amounted  to  one  hundred 
and  six  thousand  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  eighty-six 
cents,  which,  in  addition  to  the  surplus  from  the  pre¬ 
vious  year,  shows  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and 
twenty-one  cents.  The  disbursements  of  the  year  have 
been  ninety-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four 
dollars  and  thirty-five  cents,  exhibiting  a  surplus  of 
tAventy-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars 
and  eighty-six  cents.  Against  this  sum  there  is  an 
outstanding  indebtedness  of  three  thousand  six  hundred 
and  one  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents,  Avhich  will  so  far 
reduce  the  surplus  Avith  Avhich  Ave  shall  enter  upon  the 
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coming  year.  Considering  the  favorable  condition  of 
our  finances,  the  Directors  have  fixed  the  annual  tax 
for  the  next  year  at  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars. 

The  Union  League  was  founded  for  patriotic  purposes. 
Political  action  entered  indirectly,  and  as  a  matter  of 
necessity  rather  than  of  choice,  into  our  plans  during 
the  continuance  of  the  rebellion.  In  those  dark  days 
patriotism  and  politics  seemed  inseparable ;  and  the  loss 
by  our  party  of  the  most  trifling  election  seemed  to  us 
to  be  burdened  with  most  dangerous  consequences. 
Allowing  for  the  natural  exaggeration  of  times  of  excite¬ 
ment,  our  political  activity  was  in  the  main  wise  and 
useful.  But  even  then  we  distinguished  only  between 
the  loyal  man  and  the  traitor,  between  measures  which 
seemed  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  country,  and 
those  which  seemed  designed  to  destroy  it.  Since  such 
a  distinction  between  men  and  measures  has  almost 
ceased  to  exist,  or  is  but  remembered  historically, 
favorably  or  unfavorably,  as  the  case  may  be,  the 
League  has  abstained  from  questions  of  politics  invol¬ 
ving  nothing  better  than  the  rancors  of  personal  con¬ 
tests.  In  saying  this,  we  would  not  be  understood  to 
say  that  the  League  has  abandoned  its  political  char¬ 
acter.  Trifling  questions  may  be  left  to  their  own  set¬ 
tlement;  but  if  in  the  future  any  matter  of  national 
importance  should  arise,  or  one  affecting  the  great 
interests  of  our  commonwealth  or  our  city,  we  trust 
that  the  Union  League  will  be  found,  as  heretofore,  in 
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the  front  of  the  contest,  and  upon  that  side  which  it  has 
always  espoused,  the  side  of  truth  and  of  justice.  Hold¬ 
ing  these  sentiments,  we  have  entered  upon  the  work  of 
obtaining  from  the  State  Legislature  the  creation  of  a 
Convention  to  amend  the  defective  Constitution  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  In  the  same  spirit  we  shall  he  ready  to 
advocate  any  judicious  measures  that  may  lead  to  a 
better  plan  for  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  elective 
offices,  believing  the  present  system  to  be  one  of  the 
gross  abuses  of  the  time,  which,  while  it  invites  the 
worst  class  of  men  into  the  political  arena,  with  equal 
force  and  success,  excludes  from  political  preferment 
the  best  class  of  our  citizens.  This  it  is  that  has 
made  the  name  of  politician  a  by-word,  and  driven 
common  patriotism  and  even  simple  honesty  to  turn 
with  disgust  from  the  doors  of  the  caucus  and  the  nomi¬ 
nating  convention.  As  though  this  disgraceful  state  of 
things  were  not  bad  enough,  the  days  have  come  when 
threats  and  deeds  of  violence  are  the  usual  accompani¬ 
ments  of  political  assemblies,  and  the  knife  and  the 
revolver  are  brandished  in  the  faces  of  opponents  who 
are  armed  with  the  same  irrational  arguments.  It  is 
time  that  American  citizens  seriously  pondered  this 
condition  of  political  affairs,  and  threw  into  some  oppos¬ 
ing  movement  the  weight  of  their  influence.  This 
wretched  perversion  of  our  free  institutions  could  not 
exist  for  a  day  without  the  acquiescence,  or  the  culpable 
negligence,  of  those  who  are  most  concerned  in  its  cor- 


rection.  If  when  things  are  at  their  worst  they  begin 
to  mend,  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  on  having 
reached  the  had  eminence  which  precedes  reform.  Let 
our  members  he  assured  that  whenever  the  outraged 
public,  forgetting  for  the  time  its  political  hostilities, 
shall  demand  a  return  to  the  civic  virtues  of  our  fore¬ 
fathers,  the  Union  League  will  be  the  first  to  hail  and 
to  join  in  that  great  moral  movement. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

GEO.  H.  BOXER, 

Secretary. 


APPENDIX 


Philadelphia,  December  1,  1870. 

To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned  Auditors  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  League,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  exam¬ 
ined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st  inst.,  compared  them 
with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in 
the  aggregate  the  following  figures  : 

On  hand  Dec.  1,  18G9,  cash  in  bank,  $1,724  74 

$10,000  U.  S.  Bonds,  costing  .  .  10,718  75 

$5,000  U.  S.  Bonds,  six  per  cent  currency,  5,170  86 
$2,500  Union  League  Bonds,  .  .  2,250  00 

$500  Loan  on  call,  ....  500  00 

- $20,364  35 

Entrance  fee  from  2  members  for  1869,  at 

$25, . .  $  50  00 

Annual  tax  from  2  members,  for  1869,  at 

$25, .  50  00 

Annual  tax  from  2  members,  for  1869,  at 

$12  50, .  25  00 

Entrance  fee  from  152  members  for  1870, 

at  $25,  ......  3,800  00 

Annual  tax  from  1695  members  for  1870, 

at  $25, .  42,375  00 


Annual  tax  from  51  members  for  1870,  at 

$12  50, .  637  50 

-  46,937  50 

From  correspondents,  ....  290  00 

From  billiards,  .....  4,104  43 

From  restaurant  sales,  .  .  .  44,083  37 

Temporary  loan  on  $6000  on  U.  S.  Bonds, 

as  collateral,  .....  6,000  00 

Interest  on  bonds  and  rents,  .  .  .  1,643  13 

Stock  on  hand  in  restaurant,  &c.,  .  .  3,001  43 


$126,424  21 
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Amount  forward,  .......  §126,424  21 


EXPENDITURES. 


House  and  lot  on  Sansom  street, 

$ 

1 

50 

House  and  lot  on  Moravian  street, 

2 

50 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds, 

5 

.700 

00 

Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  . 

5 

,000 

00 

Household  effects,  furniture,  painting,  fres¬ 

co,  &c.,  ...... 

4 

,390 

57 

Expenses,  ...... 

36, 

,977 

74 

Library  Committee,  ..... 

827 

98 

Restaurant  bills,  ..... 

46. 

,939 

06 

Deposit  for  permanent  insurance, 

15 

00 

99,854  35 


BciIrdcg 

In  $10,000  U.  S.  Bonds,  ($6000  of  which 
is  deposited  as  collateral  for  temporary 
loan,  as  above,)  costing, 

In  $5000  U.  S.  Bonds,  6  per  cent,  cur¬ 
rency,  ..... 

In  $6000  Union  League  Bonds, 

In  $2000  loan  on  collateral, 

In  cash  in  bank, 

Stock  on  hand  in  restaurant, 


5,170 

5,450 

2,000 

228 

3,001 


$26,569  86 


$10,718  75 


86 

00 

00 

82 

43 


26,569  86 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  AY.  Bailey, 
Henry  Perkins, 
Thos.  Birch, 


Auditors. 


